For 11 seasons, Frank Castle ‘62 has appraised Japanese art
for would-be millionaires on “Antiques Roadshow” on PBS—
and he knows a photocopy of an Asian print when he sees one
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Frank!"” recalls Brakensiek, Castle’s room-
mate at the Kappa Sig house. “I have no rec-
ollection of him being interested in Asian art
when we were roommates.”

The more time you spend talking to
Castle, the more “extraneous” details emerge
about him: The two-mile run he took with
Muhammad Ali along a golf course in
Jakarta, Indonesia, in 1973. The front-row
access he had to Bob Hope and Raquel Welch
during a USO stop in Da Nang as an Army
photo officer in Vietnam. Or the time he
lunched at the House of Lords as the guest of
Lord John Hunt, who led the 1953 British
expedition of Mount Everest.

“There’s the old saying that when you're
doing something you love, you don’t have to
work a day in your life,” says Castle, who has
been a fixture on “Roadshow” since 1999.
“Well, that’s not quite true, but it sure does
make it a great deal easier.”

Castle has specialized in 18th- through
20th-century Japanese woodblock prints for
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Foreign Service m Salgon—and ended up
staying in Asia for 27 years.

While Castle says his interest in art
began as a child—his grandfather was an
amateur watercolorist who designed sets for
New York stage productions, and young
Frank was taken to museums and art
exhibits—his penchant for Japanese culture
began when he lived in Japan for 18 months
at the impressionable age of 12. His father
was stationed there as a field director in the
American Red Cross and brought his family
over in 1952.

“While we as a family didn’t buy any-
thing important, we traveled widely and had
some really interesting opportunities to meet
the Japanese people,” Castle says. “I stood
out because 1 had curly blond hair, and peo-
ple would come up and touch my hair just
because I was different.”

Castle bought his first pieces of Japanese
art when he was in the Army in Korea and
was given leave to attend the 1964 Olympic

rais Very WELL WIln my 1ove OI nature. 1 iove
to see how in some cases the artists have
done very powerlul landscapes and some-
times very tranquil ones.”

As a youth, Castle enjoyed camping and
backpacking with his family. “I was always
interested in what was on the other side of
that ridge,” he says, a curiosity that eventually
led to him scaling mountains on seven conti-
nents. Castle has summited all over the world,
including a first ascent of Mount Bokkra
(17,500 feet) in the Siguniang Range of
China, self-portered ascents of Kilimanjaro
and Mawenzi, and, last December, at the age
of 69, tackling two peaks in Antarctica.

In June 2002, he completed his goal of
ascending all 15 peaks in California over
14,000 feet. These included Mount Whitney
via the East Face (“My most challenging
climb—I get goosebumps thinking about
it.”), Mount Sill via the Swiss Arete, and cul-
minating with Mount Williamson, the sec-
ond highest of the group. He is a Life Fellow
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